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446 Civil godparents assume parental responsibilities for children under 18 years of age who 
are institutionalized and for whom adoption has become unfeasible. They do not replace 
parents, although they are given long-term parental responsibilities for children. 
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 Gestational mourning (Licença por luto gestacional). In the case of the 
death of an unborn child, both the mother and father are entitled to 3 



 

432 
 

consecutive days of mourning, without prejudice to any rights or reduction 
of earnings. A medical certificate is required for the employer.  

 Leave for voluntary termination of pregnancy (Licença por interrupção 
de gravidez). Working women (or women receiving unemployment benefit 
as well as women beneficiaries of disability pension and survivor's pension) 
who voluntarily choose to terminate their pregnancy (only possible during 
the first 0 weeks plus 6 days of gestation) are entitled to paid Leave. This 
leave is paid at 100 per cent of earnings and can last between 14 and 30 
days, depending on medical prescription. In case of low income, a minimum 
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448 Figueiredo, H. (Coord.), Sá, C., Sarrico, C., Aguiar, J., Araújo, M. and Machado, I. 
(2025) Balanço Anual da Educação 2025. EDULOG - Fundação Belmiro de Azevedo.  
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449 
has become complex and, at times, difficult to understand, particularly regarding Additional 
Parental leave and the possibility of taking initial part-  
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